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Lawrentians hold Climate Action Festival
On Friday, Feb. 7, Lawrence’s first 
Climate Action Festival was held in 
the Somerset Room of the Warch 
Campus Center. The event featured 
tables with information on climate 
change and concrete action that 
regular people can take to make a 
difference.
Last term, seniors Elizabeth Bridg-
water and Christina Sedall came up 
with the idea to host a climate event 
that would focus on environmental 
justice issues and make the topic of 
climate change action less over-
whelming. 
“We were interested in the idea 
that organizing around the climate 
crisis could be social and action-ori-
ented and that it should incorporate 
environmental justice issues,” said 
Bridgwater. “We both felt that an 
event of this format was most likely 
to help people build connections with 
each other, and we believe that these 
people-to-people connections are vi-
tal for addressing the climate crisis.”
The festival had multiple booths 
with activities attendees could do 
to take action. “We wanted people 
to produce some action: writing the 
postcards to Wisconsin voters,” said 
Sedall. “We wanted people to connect 
with orgs on campus: Greenfire, Sun-
rise Movement, Lawrence Univer-
sity Native Americans (LUNA). We 
wanted there to be education: mini 
library from the Mudd, Lawrence 
University NA, LU Dems register to 
vote, Divestment booth. We wanted 
there to be reflection and connection: 
art and journaling table. To show this 
is a justice and humanitarian issue: 
LUNA and donations to Puerto Rico.”
During the event, sophomore 
Meralis Álvarez spoke about the 
2017 Hurricane Maria and the recent 
earthquakes that have devastated the 
island of Puerto Rico, as well as how 
the U.S. government failed to provide 
relief to the people of Puerto Rico. 
Álvarez also pointed out that events 
such as the hurricane are occurring 
more frequently as we begin to see 
the consequences of human actions.
Álvarez, senior Jessenia Zelaya 
Francisco and sophomore Kelly 
Vences have been organizing relief ef-
forts for Puerto Rico. Students should 
be on the lookout for more student 
organization events around campus 
to raise funds for Puerto Rico. 
Álvarez offered advice for students 
interested in helping with relief 
efforts: “Donating to grassroots 
organizations like Colectivo Umoja is 
the best way! There are many more 
like Brigadia  Solidaria and Rayo de 
Luna (these were grassroots orgs that 
helped during Hurricane Maria and 
are most likely still in need of dona-
tions and supplies from the aftermath 
of the hurricane—  yes even two years 
later and we still are dealing with the 
effects of the hurricane — and the 
earthquakes.) I would suggest that 
students look them up online! I would 
also encourage students to stay away 
from donating to large organiza-
tions like the Red Cross or UNICEF 
because the money they donate is 
often used to cover costs of opera-
tion instead of helping the people of 
P.R. Another thing is that in order 
to help the people of Puerto Rico in 
the best way, we must do a better job 
educating ourselves — and so I would 
recommend that they speak to our 
GOVT dept on the political situation 
in P.R. to understand why federal re-
lief hasn’t been received; citizenship, 
economic things etc.”
The event featured a surprise 
musical guest — Chicago singer Nola 
Adé. 
“We had Nola Adé and her band 
come and play because the climate 
crisis doesn’t have to be something 
reserved for lecture halls and the 
news,” said Sedall. “It can be some-
thing we tackle in social settings. In 
fact, it has to be. This must be col-
lective action. And we collect around 
dance, music, art and food. Her music 
is so positive, it was perfect to have 
that kind of love and energy.”
According to Bridgwater and 
Sedall, there are many actions people 
can take if they are interested in get-
ting involved. One of the ways to be 
involved is to search for and connect 
with organizations in the community, 
such as groups regarding fair housing, 
homelessness, religious groups, iden-
tity driven groups, cultural organiza-
tions or anything else. “Engage with 
whatever is your interest and figure 
out how the climate crisis affects that 
community/group. Integrate that into 
your meetings,” Sedall said.
“A huge thing I advocate for is 
that people join a grassroots group or 
political movement that reflects their 
values!” Added Bridgwater. “An or-
ganization I think is doing especially 
compelling work is Sunrise Move-
ment, which is a youth-led movement 
to stop climate change and win a 
Green New Deal. Students can get 
involved with the Sunrise Movement 
through the Greenfire club at Law-
rence — currently, a group of people 
within Greenfire are organizing a 
massive climate strike for Earth Day 
and will challenge local politicians to 
support the Green New Deal.”
A major theme of the event was 
that those who have privilege should 
use it to help those with less in the 
coming changes the world will be fac-
ing with the climate crisis. 
“Another vital way to take action 
against the climate crisis is to actively 
listen to indigenous people, frontline 
communities, communities of color 
and low-income communities,” said 
Bridgwater. “These communities are 
especially impacted by the climate 
crisis, and so it is important to elevate 
the voices of these people and ensure 
that any actions taken against the cli-
mate crisis work with and not against 
these communities.”
One of the booths had information on how to register to encourage participation in upcoming elections.
Photo by Allegra C. Taylor.
At the end of Fall Term, two dona-
tion options were made available to 
students to utilize their remaining 
culinary cash. Like in previous years, 
students were able to donate their 
culinary cash at the Café or in Kate’s 
Corner Store. This year, culinary 
cash donations were collected for the 
Student Food Pantry located in Sabin 
House and Pillars Homeless Shelter.
Although only 50% of the donated 
funds actually go to the organization 
due to some fixed costs, this donated 
culinary cash still translated into 
significant amounts of money. Pillars 
Homeless Shelter will be receiving 
$1,050 worth of gift cards, and the 
Food Pantry will receive $450 from 
the culinary cash donations. 
This year, a new option was pro-
vided to students as well. Students 
were encouraged to buy non-perish-
able food items from the Corner Store 
in order to see their dollars actively 
translate into real food. The food was 
then donated directly to feed fellow 
Lawrentians at the Sabin House Food 
Pantry. Students donated roughly 30 
pounds of food items to the pantry.
This additional option was aimed 
to involve students in more active 
forms of giving as well as provide an 
alternate option to the culinary cash 
donations which only result in half of 
the funds going to the organization. 
In addition to students, the food 
drive was also advertised and incen-
tivized to Bon Appetit employees. Bon 
Appetit employees donated approxi-
mately 260 pounds of food items just 
before being laid off for a month and 
a half. Despite their approaching un-
employment, Bon Appetit employees 





Seniors Elizabeth Bridgwater and Christina Sedall organized the event.









2 NEWS February 14, 2020
The second floor of the library is currently undergoing renovations to incorporate the 
Center for Academic Success.
Photos by Sarah Navy.
World 
Compiled by Carl Richardson
News Ireland
Controversial liberal political 
party Sinn Fein — best known in 
Ireland for their association with 
Irish Republican Army during the 
violent Troubles between Ireland 
and Northern Ireland between the 
1960s and ‘90s — shocked the Irish 
political system by winning more 
seats in Ireland’s Lower House of 
Parliament than the two incumbent 
conservative parties, Fine Gael and 
Fianna Fail, that have dominated 
Irish politics since Ireland’s inde-
pendence from England. Analysts 
speculate that Sinn Fein’s popular-
ity can be traced to dissatisfaction 
with skyrocketing housing prices 
across the country, overcrowded 
hospitals and a homeless popula-
tion of over 10,000 Irish people. 
(BBC)
Saudi Arabia
The Saudi government worked to 
convince producers and allies of 
the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) — a 
group led by Russia — that oil export-
ers should agree to a supply cut due 
to the decreased oil demand from an 
isolated China dealing with coronavi-
rus in order to prevent oil prices from 
collapsing. Russian officials have not 
yet responded to the request to limit 
oil supply. OPEC has a spotty history 
of preventing oil price scares which 
adds to the concerns of those looking 
to avoid a coronavirus-caused price 
crash. (Al Jazeera)
China
The coronavirus death toll has 
reached 811 in China, according 
to Chinese health officials, more 
than died across the globe from 
the severe acute respiratory syn-
drome (SARS) epidemic between 
2002 and 2003. More than 
34,000 Chinese people have been 
confirmed to be infected. Most of 
the cases are in the area around 
Wuhan, China, where the out-
break began, but 288 other cases 
have been confirmed scattered 
across other countries, including 
France and the U.S. The U.S. has 
imposed travel restrictions on 
those who have recently been to 
China. (NPR)
Canada
Researchers have discovered two 
fossilized skulls of a new species 
of dinosaur closely related to the 
Tyrannosaurus Rex in Alberta, 
Canada. This cousin of the T. rex, 
has been named “Reaper of Death.” 
Officially it has been dubbed the 
Thanatotheristes degrootorum, 
named after Thanatos, the Greek god 
of death, and “theristes,” the Greek 
word for “reaper.” Estimated to be 
79.5 million years old, the Reaper of 
Death is one the oldest known tyran-
nosaurs to have been discovered in 
North America. Its knife-like teeth 
were almost three inches long and 
from nose to tail it measured 26 feet. 
(NBC)
Friday Movie: Crazy Rich Asians - Fri. 2/14 - 8 p.m. - 
Cinema
Film & Video Screening with artist Maeve Jackson - Mon. 
2/17 - 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. - Wriston Auditorium
CODA Conversation: The State of Exclusion - Mon. 2/17 - 
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. - Diversity Center
Using Sociolinguistic Tools to See Through Political 
Discourse - Tues. 2/18 - 11:10 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. - Main 201
BBC Presents: CJ Run and Cardboard Highway - Fri. 2/21 - 
8 p.m. to 11 p.m. - WLFM House
Sikh Temple Visit - Sun. 2/23 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. - LU Spirit 
Space
Australia
In the wake of a devastating series of 
wildfires, the Australian state New 
South Wales saw its heaviest rain in 
30 years last week. Many fires were 
extinguished, but the heavy rain onto 
parched soil led to widespread flood-
ing. Some towns had to evacuate 
because of the flooding. (CNN)
Upcoming Events
CAS moves to the library to complete 
Learning Commons
In order to increase visibility and 
accessibility, the Center for Academic 
Success (CAS) will be moving from 
the basement of Briggs Hall to the 
second floor of the library. Construc-
tion for this project is scheduled to 
begin over spring break and finish 
before the beginning of Fall Term.
Although the project is not sched-
uled to begin until spring break, some 
movement is already in the works 
at the library. During the last few 
weeks of Winter Term, everything 
will be cleared off of the second floor 
— including shelves, furniture and 
offices. In March, the Technology 
Services Helpdesk will be moving to 
the fourth floor of the library. During 
construction, the second floor will be 
completely inaccessible.
According to Director of the Seeley 
G. Mudd Library Peter Gilbert, most 
of the inevitable construction noise 
should take place earlier in the day, 
so students will be able to find quiet 
study spaces during the afternoons 
and evenings. 
With the centralization of the CAS 
and Technology Services Helpdesk 
within the library, Gilbert hopes it 
will be easier for students to get the 
help they need for their academic 
work at Lawrence. 
This hope is also evident in the 
CAS as the staff eagerly awaits the 
move. According to Associate Dean 
of Academic Success Julie Haurykie-
wicz, the time is right for the CAS to 
move. 
With the reorganization of previ-
ous departments into the CAS, such 
as the Center for Teaching and Learn-
ing, the number of students they are 
able to reach has also grown. With 
that, the size and profile of the CAS 
has also increased.
Through this project, the hope 
is to create a 21st century Learning 
Commons that will connect students 
with the tools they need to succeed in 
spaces equipped with new technology. 
This move opens up the possibility 
for future collaborations between 
the library, the CAS and technology 
services.  
According to Dean of Academic 
Success, Monita Mohammadian 
Gray, “We have outgrown our cur-
rent space and have a need to be in a 
more visible and accessible location 
to students.” This project will make 
room for a larger tutoring space, an 
active learning classroom, more space 
to service students’ testing needs and 
more functional office space to foster 
internal work with students.
Conversations about this project 
have been occurring for dozens of 
years, but with the revitalization of 
the CAS, these conversations have 
been put into action. This project is 
funded by the Be the Light campaign 
under the campus renewal prong of 











Marian#*   16-6-1
St. Norbert#*    13-8-2
St. Scholastica*   8-16-1
Lawrence*   5-16-2
Finlandia     4-17-2
South Division
Adrian#*   15-5-3
Lake Forest#*   16-4-3
Trine*   12-8-3
Aurora*   11-6-6 
Concordia   11-10-2 
MSOE   8-9-6
# - Clinched NCHA playoff home ice





Cornell  9-4 12-7
Knox  9-6 14-8
Lake Forest  7-6 10-10 
Illinois  7-8 11-11
St. Norbert  7-8 8-14
Grinnell  6-9 10-12
Lawrence   2-12 5-16
Beloit 1-14 3-19 
MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM MWC OVR
St. Norbert 14-1 19-3
Ripon    11-4 15-7
Monmouth  9-6 14-8 
Lake Forest  7-6 10-10
Grinnell  8-7 12-10
Cornell        6-8 11-10
Beloit  6-9 8-14
Lawrence     5-9 9-12




Grinnell  0-0 1-0
Lawrence     0-0 1-0
Lake Forest  0-0 2-1 
St. Norbert  0-0 1-1
Cornell  0-0 0-0
Illinois       0-0 0-0
Knox  0-0 0-0
Monmouth     0-0 0-0
Ripon  0-0  0-1
Standings are courtesy of 
www.midwestconference.org
L E T ’ S  G O,  L AW R E N C E !




Above: Freshamn KJ Davis digs deep on defense.
Below left: Junior Kenya Earl was almost perfect from the free throw line.
Below right: Junior Erin Hill drives for a bucket. 
Photo by Sebastian Evans.
SPORTS BY THE 
NUMBERS
943
Career points scored by ju-
nior Brad Sendell over just 
two seasons
Against the Ripon Red Hawks 
on Feb. 8, the Lawrence women’s bas-
ketball team suffered a loss behind a 
team-wide slump in field goals. 
Trouble began early for the 
Vikings behind an extremely slow 
start; of the 14 shots from the field 
taken by the Vikings, only a paltry 
two were made in the first quarter. 
The Hawks took advantage of this 
lapse in offense and ran up a score of 
16-7 by the end of the first quarter. 
Lawrence held solid for the second 
quarter, however, closing the gap to 
five points at 19-14 after seven points 
were scored at the free throw line by 
juniors Kenya Earl and Erin Hill. The 
Vikings stayed competitive to close 
the half, and the lead that Ripon held 
shrunk quickly, at 30-26. 
The Vikings’ third quarter was 
decidedly less inspiring, as they fell 
back into an offensive slump while 
Ripon shined from the field with a 
team percentage of 75%. Meanwhile, 
freshman guard Delaney Brooks 
scored half the team’s points that 
quarter with five (one FG and one 
3PT), and the point difference of 
22-8 broke Lawrence’s back as Ripon 
strengthened their lead at 52-34. This 
third quarter faltering proved to be 
the team’s undoing, as they were 
unable to win back any semblance of 
a close game within the limits of time. 
Despite clutch three-point shots 
from Earl and Brooks, the Vikings 
could not carry the momentum, and 
Ripon gained a crushing 64-44 lead. 
While LU was able to make a 
10-1 run and finish the game on a 
higher note, the game had been out of 
their reach since the 20-point advan-
tage. “The fourth quarter was better 
for us. We put the ball in the hoop and 
got some defensive stops,” said Earl. 
“But I think that third quarter kind of 
put us in a hole in the long run.”
Game leaders included Earl 
with 17 points, senior guard Shonell 
Benjamin with 11 rebounds, and 
freshman guard KJ Davis with four 
assists. The loss this time was a lack 
of efficiency; at the end of the game, 
the team held a 29.6% rating on field 
goals made. 
Lawrence proved that the Red 
Hawks were a surmountable oppo-
nent for them, but they came up 
short in their execution. The team 
record falls to 5-16, and to 2-12 con-
ference-wide. Ripon improves to 16-5. 
Looking for their first away win, the 
Vikings will travel to Lake Forest this 





Men's tennis starts season swinging
Although the men’s tennis team 
has a long road ahead, they started off 
2020 fairly well with a 6-3 win against 
St. Mary’s last weekend. 
This season, they have brought 
in two new freshmen, but the major-
ity of the team consists of upper-
classman: seven out of the 10 total. 
The team’s veteran expertise provides 
them with a key advantage, and tied in 
with Coach Steve Francour’s 30 years 
of experience — seven at Lawrence 
— men’s tennis hopes to be formida-
ble this season. A preseason coaches 
poll recognized the Vikings’ strength, 
picking them to finish second in the 
Midwest Conference.
“It's nice to have experienced 
players,” Francour said. “I know what 
to expect from them and can trust 
them in pressure situations.” 
Francour also expressed concern 
for next year's season, stating how he 
is losing a lot of seniors (half of the 
team), which he must try to rebuild 
through recruitment later in this 
coming year. The team’s small roster 
sparks other potential roadblocks. 
“Our team will hopefully stay 
healthy throughout the season,” 
Francour said. “With a small roster, 
injuries can be impactful to our suc-
cess, but this team likes to work hard 
and have high standards for each 
other. The team can experience great 
success because it works hard and 
pushes each other to be good.” 
Following the first game against 
St. Mary’s, Francour spoke on the 
team’s success.
“In our match against St Mary’s, 
our doubles was excellent,” Francour 
said. “To win two close matches at #1 
and #2 was great to see. Both those 
teams have played together and it 
showed.  Our #3 team is new, but 
showed great promise with a victo-
ry. Singles was solid and everyone 
played well. St. Mary’s has presented 
problems for us in the past, so it was 
expected to be a hard match. It was 
their fourth match, so they were more 
match-tough. It's a good start to a long 
season.  We strive to work hard each 
practice and match and improve every 
time out.”
Next I sat down with sophomore 
Cameron Strawn to get an insider's 
view of how the game went and to help 
capture the jitters of a new season. 
Quick: Now that you have played at 
least one college level season, how do 
you think this season will compare to 
the last? In other words what’s differ-
ent? What skills did you gain and what 
new goals are you pursuing?
Strawn: I feel like this season will 
compare better than the last season. 
Going through this match I felt much 
better about it than I did my first 
match last year due to my newfound 
experience. I feel like from this match, 
I gained a better understanding of 
how difficult this season will be along 
with how playing doubles feels gen-
erally.
Quick: Why do you think you guys 
were so successful in the St. Mary’s 
game? How do you think you did? 
What were your strengths and weak-
nesses in that game?
Strawn: I believe we were successful 
due to our tenacity. Even though some 
players were down in scores, they 
managed to pull through their match-
es and come out on top. I believe my 
strength was that I knew what chang-
es I should make to my game plan 
when I began to struggle against my 
opponent, and I feel like my weak-
ness was that I was caught off guard 
by many of the changes my oppo-
nents made during the beginning of 
the match.
Quick: From a sophomore perspec-
tive, what do you think is going to 
be the most challenging part for the 
freshmen? And as a sophomore, what 
is it that you are still struggling with?
Strawn: The most difficult part is 
being able to truly recognize yourself 
as a member of the team and believ-
ing that you have gained the respect of 
the other players on the team. I would 
say the one thing that I am struggling 
most with would be having to read-
just to playing in matches again. Also 
the smell of some of my teammates 
is probably the hardest thing to get 
used to.
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ARIES: Venus is in your sign, giving you power in your spontaneous 
and direct brand of love just in time for Valentine’s Day. Your Mars ruler 
traveling through Capricorn sets your sights on a personal or professional 
goal you are passionate about. Figure out your priorities.
TAURUS: Be honest with others about who you are and what you need. 
This might be easier than it sounds this week, since the planets are putting 
you in a more thoughtful and self-reflective frame of mind.
GEMINI: You are going to be forced to work with others, and although 
you might not want to listen to their ideas at first, what they have to say 
can change your mindset in surprising ways if you let it. 
CANCER: You might have a lot of social obligations coming up. It is okay 
to say no when you need time to yourself, especially since you might have 
some powerful emotions that could cause you to lash out unpredictably. 
LEO: You are entering a month-long period where routine might become 
very important. You will find satisfaction in organization. It is also a good 
time to admit your mistakes and take steps towards correcting them. 
VIRGO: There are new people in your life who will motivate you and help 
you get a new perspective on your 
own life. You will make progress on 
your plans if you apply yourself, but 
try to have some fun, too.
LIBRA: An agreement with someone 
unexpected might enable you to start 
something new. Don’t be scared of 
taking risks or making change. You 
have many people that support you 
and ensure your successes; make 
sure to thank them as you reach new 
heights.
SCORPIO: You are about to have a 
breakthrough in your long-term plans in just the way you have hoped for. 
It is easy to lose patience right now, but with a positive attitude and self-
assurance you’re in a great place. 
SAGITTARIUS: With Mars in your sign, it is an easy time to become en-
tangled emotionally. Try to be patient and practical this week. There might 
be big changes coming your way; plant yourself firmly with the people 
you trust and in your faith in yourself.
CAPRICORN: Mars is in your sign, signifying the beginning of a new 
two-year cycle. Your energy level and self-confidence will go up; take 
advantage of this time to reflect on and correct your behavior and make a 
good impression on the people you meet.
AQUARIUS: You may have been struggling to solve a mystery lately. 
Don’t worry too much; it will reveal itself in the next month or so. This 
week, the sun in your sign continues to give you strength, and other people 
will be willing to follow your lead.  
PISCES: You have a chance to succeed if you are rational and patient. 
Mercury retrogrades in your sign, which isn’t as scary as it sounds: it 
provides an opportunity to review past decisions, amend mistakes and 
evaluate priorities. Take your time and give yourself a chance to change.
By Celeste Reyes
Ink
By Allegra C. Taylor
Color in this drawing!
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On Monday night, a roar shook 
Lawrence University. Students all 
over campus were perplexed by the 
noise and turned to each other to 
try and determine the source. Some 
speculated that it was a dying bear. 
Others believed that it was a whale 
traveling along the Fox River. Some 
argued that the world was final-
ly ending. However, a consensus 
was never reached on what exactly 
could have produced such a raucous 
sound. The only agreement that stu-
dents could reach was that the sound 
must have come from a cryptid.
Humanities majors can attest 
to an unusual presence on campus. 
Recently, tremors have been shak-
ing Briggs Hall, disrupting classes. 
The tremors have reached Steitz and 
Youngchild Halls as well, but to a 
lesser degree. However, the seis-
mic activity has been large enough 
to disrupt some psychics related 
projects by interfering with prede-
termined calculations. The phys-
ics department is equally as furi-
ous as the disciplines based out of 
Briggs Hall. The seismic activity has 
become bad enough that the Center 
for Academic Success has decided to 
move out of the first floor of Briggs 
Hall and move to the second floor of 
the library. They feel that students 
will be more successful if the build-
ing is not trembling all the time. 
The cryptid has been heard and 
felt on campus, but there have been 
very few reported sightings of this 
campus beast. Some think that it 
is shy and prefers to hide behind 
Briggs. It is possible that someone 
is holding the cryptid captive in the 
garage in the Wellness Center,and 
its anger is to blame for all the noise 
and stomping around lately. A few 
students have claimed to have seen 
it, but there is no way to verify if 
they are telling the truth or not. 
One student described it as a form-
less trench coat with what seems 
to be a bunch of bees inside. This is 
possible, considering there is a bee-
hive near the outside of Briggs Hall. 
Another described it as a sasquatch-
like beast, which could potentially 
explain the roaring and shaking.
Regardless of the way the crea-
ture looks, students still feel uneasy 
about the recent happenings. With 
a beast roaming campus capable of 
producing such loud sounds, stu-
dents are nervous about walking 
across campus at night. Ostensibly 
skeptical faculty have assured stu-
dents that everything is fine, but still 
offhandedly advise students to avoid 
walking behind Briggs at night. 
Campus safety could not be reached 
for commentary, which has led some 
to believe that they know something 
that others do not. 
It is unclear what has been 
causing the tremors and roars lately. 
Lawrence University wouldn’t be 
Lawrence University without some 
mystery and intrigue. Some things 
are not meant to be entirely under-
stood. Whether it is just a prank 
played on the school or a bear relo-
cating to the city to start anew, it’s 
something exciting enough to take 
our minds off of the stress that mid-
terms bring our school. While we all 
hope to catch a glimpse of this terri-
ble beast, we also must be willing to 








10. Leslie’s boss in Parks 
and Rec
11. A sleeper, probably
13. Bygone electronics 
giant
14. Common Chinese 
surname
Down
1. Sue Grafton’s genre of 
choice
2. Street rodent
3. General who burned 
Atlanta
5. Bill’s partner in a 
slacker film
6. One of two on the head
7. Fish eggs
8. Last year of high 
school, abbr.





By Tia Colbert Students Speculate on
 Campus Cryptid
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Poet Mark Wunderlich reading some of his collected works
Photo by Ian Findling.








Subculture on Main strives to raise awareness 
of the diversity of people and important issues 
on the Lawrence University campus. Care is 
taken to give equal platform to unique indi-
viduals and to listen to their stories with an 
open mind. Interviews are reflective only of the 
interviewee on not of their whole group.
The idea of smaller groups within a larger 
one gets across the idea that groups of people 
are quite different from each other. The dif-
ference can be small or very large, they are an 
illustration of the diversity of people. But for 
some students, like sophomore Derartu Ahmed, 
subscribing to just one group does not do their 
identity justice. Having a dual cultural identity 
— a cultural or ethnic identity that shares the 
characteristics of two or more groups — comes 
with its joys and struggles and certainly displays 
how permeable culture really is. 
Ahmed described her experience: “I am 
from a certain region and a certain culture of 
Ethiopia. I speak Oromo, but I grew up here [in 
the U.S.] so you could say I’m integrated into 
the American culture, too. So, I have the privi-
lege of having the best of both worlds.”
For Ahmed, having labels and separation 
is not what is special about having an identity. 
She said, “I try to stay away from identifying 
myself as anything, to be honest, just because if 
I identify myself as Ethiopian completely there 
is always a part of me that thinks, ‘Well that's 
not completely the true story.’ But neither am 
I 100% American, not 100% of any subcultural 
group. […] [I]n Ethiopia, we often try not to 
identify as one [group] or the other just because 
we don't really have [total separation]. It's 
newer. We kind of integrate the culture, so we 
are a new culture on our own because we get 
to mix two things, but it's not fully one or the 
other which makes us the middle.”
Ahmed explained that being in the middle 
sometimes has its problems. On one hand, you 
deal with people trying to interpret your iden-
tity, and on the other there are some feelings 
of guilt because you want to be proud of your 
heritage. “I think as you grow older,” she said, 
“you also learn to just be like, ‘Hey, I represent 
both so you're going to have to accept that part 
of me too.’”
She continued, “It’s definitely not easy 
being two because I sometimes wish I can speak 
Oromo all day, like I sometimes hate speak-
ing English. I miss just being Ethiopian. I miss 
being the black of my community without actu-
ally being called ‘black’ because such a thing 
doesn't exist [there]. […] I am Ethiopian. I am 
the dominant race. I am the race. So, coming 
from that kind of culture and coming to the U.S. 
where there is such huge division in skin tone 
[can be challenging].”
It was a challenge, Ahmed recounted, 
learning about and being integrated into the 
U.S. with its historical context of racial conflict 
and the concept of Blackness. She shared, “I 
was privileged; understanding my privilege 
and the privilege of not being judged for your 
skin tone, I took that for granted. It kind of 
humbles you, too. Yes, it makes me proud to be 
Ethiopian, but it also shows me the challenges 
that you can face because sometimes you're not 
going to be accepted in [a group].”
Speaking on her experiences with identity, 
Ahmed stated, “The first thing you gain [from 
dual identity] is endurance. Endurance is used 
when you're running, but this is running to find 
your identity: to find where you want to be, 
to find that sometimes we don't even want to 
be that thing but you are that thing. You can’t 
change it, so it's running to accept yourself. 
[We are] running fast enough to see if you can 
accept yourself within that timeline of our lives. 
Sometimes we say, ‘Oh, I can't accept myself’ 
but that's the whole point. It’s that this culture 
of things makes you unique and makes you who 
you are. It is how you’re shaped. I am definitely 
100,000% shaped by my culture.”
 Derartu studies biology and serves 
as president for Lawrence International. 
She would like to see more diversity (and 
Ethiopians!) on campus. She also likes to make 
friends based on their character and not their 
group membership, offering herself as repre-
sentative of her own identity. 
If you would like to represent your group, 
contact Dani Massey at danionlawrentian@
gmail.com
On Thursday evening in the Wriston Art 
Center, Lawrence University had the plea-
sure of hosting a public reading conducted by 
poet Mark Wunderlich. Wunderlich is well 
renowned in his craft, having published three 
poetry collections since 1999 as well as many 
more individual publications of poems, reviews 
and essays in organizations such as the Paris 
Review, Yale Review, Boston Review, Chicago 
Review and AGNI. 
The event kicked off with a beautiful 
introduction given by Associate Professor of 
Englsih Charles Austin Segrest, Lawrence’s own 
published poet. Segrest described Wunderlich 
as “one of [his] favorite contemporary poets,” 
praising Wunderlich’s incredible ability to give 
subtle weight and power to unsuspecting verbs. 
Eloquent and poetic on its own, Segrest’s 
introduction ranged from his and Wunderlich’s 
first meeting in Prudence Town, to the exten-
sive number of publications and awards of 
Wunderlich’s which have inspired many. 
When Segrest gave up the stage, 
Wunderlich stepped to the podium and thanked 
him, saying, “You can wait your whole life for 
an introduction like that.”
Wunderlich read numerous poems from 
his published collections over the evening. He 
gave each a proper introduction, detailing the 
whens, wheres, and whys of the poem, all the 
while weaving an improvised humor to his 
speech. His cadence bore all the expected con-
tradictions of a practiced poet — stark yet lively; 
focused, though aware of his audience — as 
well the ability to transition seamlessly between 
heavy and light-hearted tones. 
Beginning with “Driftless Elegy,” a poem 
from his 2014 collection, “The Earth Avails,” 
Wunderlich established himself as a community 
conscious poet. In such, he is able to capture 
the common struggles of Wisconsinites which 
seem to have slipped under the national radar. 
Through the small-scale perspective of 
Wisconsin’s rural community, Wunderlich con-
fronts the implications of something as menial 
as a bridge closure and creates a beautiful blend 
of the deeply personal and the broadly socio-
logical. 
Moving onto “My Night with Jeffery 
Dahmer” and “About My Last Name,” 
Wunderlich proved how truly versatile he is as 
a writer: one that can be politically challeng-
ing on one page and psychologically thrilling 
or hilarious on the next. Wunderlich showed 
extraordinary skill and range in these readings, 
while in-between coercing the audience with 
deeply personal anecdotes of a life steeped in 
the extremes of both love and trauma — the lat-
ter of which he would explore next.
“Death of a Cat” and “The Son I’ll Never 
Have” were the event’s last two readings. Both 
lyrically captivating, though shrouded in bleak-
ness and longing, they explored the psyche of 
an author in a dark place. 
Wunderlich detailed earlier in the evening 
about having experienced years of immense 
personal tragedy, culminating in the loss of 
eight individuals close to him in a single year. 
He confessed to have used poetry as a coping 
mechanism, which is readily apparent in these 
final two poems. 
Wunderlich finished, stepping from the 
stage to heavy applause. The evening’s readings 
made clear why Wunderlich won the Lambda 
Literary Award for his 1999 collection, The 
Anchorage — his poems are dynamic in both 
their lyricism and their subject, ranging from 
ruthless themes of profound depression to 
ordinary scenes of Wisconsin’s bucolic life and 
struggle. 
His work proved to be honest in its nature 
and insightful in its revelations, often times in a 
light of humorous self-deprecation.
Wunderlich stayed after the event to sell 
and sign copies of his collections and take ques-
tions from the audience. His collections can 
be found for sale on the Amazon Bookstore: 
“The Anchorage” (1999), “Voluntary Servitude” 
(2004) and “The Earth Avails” (2014).
as a writer, photographer, illustrator or editor!
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Fourth year studio art major Emma Lookabough.
Photo by Zhixuan Lyu.
WARNING! The contents of this article contain 
gameplay concepts which may spoil parts of 
the video game “Nier: Automata.” Read at 
your own discretion.
 
What is the Lawrence Difference?
As a student, I have heard this ques-
tion many times. I would say a big part of my 
Lawrence experience is my expanding curiosi-
ties. One of those curiosities is with reality. 
The nature of reality has been explored over 
the ages with early thinkers like Plato examin-
ing the allegory of the cave. Today though, we 
have curious thinkers like Emma Lookabaugh, 
a senior studio art major, who explores reality 
using their art.
Lookabough has always been drawn to 
questions relating to existence in this world and 
society. Lookabough explained, “My experience 
with my mental illness has given these sorts of 
questions a presence and weight in my mind. 
It’s been something that has been with me a 
long while.”
Lookabough talked about when they had 
first come to Lawrence, these ever-present 
questions were somewhat given light in their 
Freshman studies Seminar: “I remember going 
into Freshman Studies, I had not engaged with 
any proper philosophical work. Plato’s “The 
Republic,” which I know has all sorts of prob-
lems, gave me the opportunity to process and 
understand why we think the way we think, 
examine alternative ways of living, and examine 
why we have the values that we have.” “The 
Republic” allowed Lookabough to engage with 
questions and started developing their own 
understanding of these questions.
Another piece of media which allowed for 
these questions to blossom for Lookabough was 
the video game “Nier: Automata.” Lookabough 
stated that “[“Nier: Automata”] helped estab-
lish a close-knit friend group [at Lawrence]. 
The [video] game posed these philosophical 
questions through its characters which speaks 
to my experience here at Lawrence… [“Nier: 
Automata”] helped me in pursuing these ques-
tions in my own work as well.” 
“Nier: Automata” is an action role playing 
video game which takes place on Earth during 
a proxy war where androids and other techno-
logical warfare is used. 
In this video game, in order to get all 
the possible storylines, you must go through 
several playthroughs with different androids. 
Each playthrough evolves the story with the 
conclusion of having to delete your save file, an 
ultimate sacrifice.
A lot of the story-driven questions in this 
game are based around concepts of death, after-
life, religion and other complex philosophical 
inquiries. This was a big draw for Lookabough 
and their friends. Explaining the games impor-
tance, they said, “The shared experience of 
being together and experiencing this game 
together really solidified our relationship 
together… I find these philosophical questions 
engaging and they did so there was stuff to talk 
about even when they were not playing.” 
This bonding experience has created 
relationships Lookabough still has today, even 
though both the other members of this group 
have since graduated from Lawrence.
Another set of questions Lookabough 
enjoys exploring are questions based around 
relationships between people. Questions like, 
“How do we relate to each other; how do we 
love each other; how we can hate each other?” 
In “Nier: Automata,” androids and machines 
are able to express love and hatred as well as 
desires for things such as closeness, family and 
friendship. Many of the characters bring harm 
to the ones they love though which they strug-
gle to reconcile. “I feel that, in some way, these 
experiences parallel human ones,” Lookabough 
said. 
The creators of this video game wanted to 
explore these emotional concepts after remov-
ing the human side of things from the picture — 
can robots learn to love, more or less.  
These questions have also been highly influen-
tial on the artwork Lookabough produces here 
at Lawrence. As a studio art major, Lookabough 
has and continues to explore these deep ques-
tions through their medium of art. 
“I like to use my art to start conversations 
about what it means to exist in this world and 
this society,” Lookabough explained. “The idea 
that our existence and our work is not going to 
be remembered forever, each of us is going to 
fade from memory. There is nothing that is for-
ever on this Earth.” 
“Nier: Automata” gave Lookabough the 
groundwork for thinking about these questions 
and art has given them a way to express their 
journeying with these questions.
Lookabough’s story continues with think-
ing about these questions. Their curiosity has 
taken hold within their art as they push on 
through their last year at Lawrence. Keep an 
eye out for their pieces around Wriston. Maybe 
you will get to start a conversation about these 
long thought-over curiosities.
Photo Feature
London Centre - Week Five with Caroline Garrow
This week, I travelled to Mykonos, Greece.
Mykonos Bakery.
Street cats roam the island of Mykonos.
Street cats roam the island of Mykonos.
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World Music Series showcases Ghanaian Folk
2/17 4:30PM - Film & Video Screening 
with Artist Maeve Jackson, Wriston 
Auditorium
2/17 8PM - Student recital: Allie Goldman, 
trombone, Harper Hall
2/19 8pm IGLU concert, Harper Hall
2/20 8pm - Student recital, Madi Creech, 
cello, Harper Hall 
2/21 5pm - Lemons in a Pitcher Poetry 
Reading, Mead Witter








As part of Lawrence’s World 
Music Series, Okaidja Afroso present-
ed a beautiful performance of tradi-
tional Ghanaian folk music with the 
intention of spreading a message of 
preservation of African music and cul-
ture. Joining him were Titus Nartey 
and Manavihare Fiaindratovo  on 
vocals and percussion. Afroso pro-
vided lead vocals, guitar, percussion 
and even dances.
The songs that they performed 
were folksy and lovely and each have 
their own unique history that is essen-
tial to Afroso’s message of spread-
ing this music so that it may not be 
lost. Afroso regaled the audience with 
anecdotes about his life and experi-
ences in Ghana and his subsequent 
relocation to Portland. He was incred-
ibly charismatic and an entertain-
ing storyteller. In the biographical 
information provided by the program 
booklet, it stated that Afroso comes 
from a family of “musicians and sto-
rytellers in the village of Kokrobite on 
the west coast of Ghana.” He began his 
career as a dancer in the Ghana Dance 
Ensemble at the age of 19. He showed 
off some of his impressive dancing 
skills during a couple of the songs. 
The songs that they performed were 
a mixture of traditional Ghanaian folk 
music with original compositions by 
Afroso that are inspired by the music 
he grew up hearing and the people 
from his village. He wrote a song 
about the fishermen in his village, for 
they play a very important role in the 
culture of his particular village. 
Many of the pieces were rhyth-
mic to the point that the audience was 
all too eager to clap along, and Afroso 
was more than happy to indulge them. 
Towards the end of the performance, 
he commented on how consistent the 
audience’s clapping was, consider-
ing that they could stay on beat for 
an entire song. He was impressed 
with the level of passionate audience 
participation that is quite common 
amongst musical Lawrentians. By the 
end of the performance, he had the 
audience standing and singing along, 
which he said is typically an uncom-
mon occurrence at his shows, but he 
was delighted that the audience was 
so invested in the music considering it 
calls for everyone to be involved, even 
if they are not performing. 
The two men accompanying 
Afroso were also brilliant musicians; 
one of them was from Afroso’s same 
tribe in Ghana and the other all the 
way from Madagascar. They played a 
variety of unique drums which created 
a varied soundscape. 
After the performance had fin-
ished there was time for questions. 
Senior Daniel Green asked if Afroso 
and his bandmates could teach him 
something on the drum, and they hap-
pily did. Considering the musicians 
are invested in the preservation and 
teaching of this music, it was a lovely 
way to end the evening with them 
literally passing on their knowledge 
to the younger generation. It would 
be surprising if there was even one 
person whose heart was not filled 





Bill Frisell, a Grammy-winning 
guitarist, performed his newest album 
“Harmony” alongside Petra Haden 
with vocals, Hank Roberts on cello 
and vocals and Luke Bergman on bari-
tone guitar and vocals in the Lawrence 
Memorial Chapel on Friday, Feb. 7. 
The program asserted that the quartet 
“annihilates the concept of genre,” 
and the group delivered. The space 
they inhabited on the stage seemed 
smaller because of a rug they all sat 
on with their chairs in a half-circle 
facing each other. This led to a feel-
ing of intimacy that extended to the 
audience, despite the large space of 
the chapel. It felt like a jam session 
between friends that one could hap-
pen to stumble upon. 
To begin the concert, the music 
was atmospheric enough that it was 
hard to imagine how it could ever 
resolve itself, then in an instant it 
crystallized into a melody that could 
be followed clearly. As they moved 
into the next pieces, the same motifs 
recurred, but with new elements 
included at each turn of the songs. 
They worked well as a group, break-
ing down occasionally to highlight 
one part of the quartet. Between the 
lyricism and the tone of the music, the 
mood flowed seamlessly from some-
where near folk music to a bluesy 
sound and back again. Each song was 
marked with themes that felt mourn-
ful at times but were tinged with hope 
and care. They played a song they 
had never been played live before 
called “Saints and Angels,” which was 
written by Frisell’s guitar teacher in 
New York. To this, Frisell said, “It’s 
all gonna work itself out. Music is 
incredible that way. Things always 
seem to work themselves out.” This 
sentiment could be traced through-
out the concert.  Though Frisell did 
not sing in any of the pieces played, 
the vocals from the other members 
acted as both an environment for the 
guitar to be featured, as well as their 
own entities. Reaching almost barber-
shop quartet levels of harmonies on 
one song, Roberts went into a deep 
vocal fry, prompting laughter from the 
audience. Another notable moment 
was toward the end of the concert, 
when the music was really spacious 
once again, and then suddenly, they 
were singing “Space Oddity” by David 
Bowie. There were sounds of surprised 
delight through the crowd. Despite 
the surprise of it, the song fit snugly 
into the world of music created that 
night, a vague but present narrative. 
The audience clapped out a standing 
ovation, then the group returned for 
an encore piece. Haden’s voice was 
powerful as she sang the words to Pete 
Seeger’s “We Shall Overcome.” She 
stood up halfway through the middle 
of the song, fist in the air. Once she 
was confident that the audience had 
caught on to the melody, she asked 
for them to join her. So, the room was 
filled with voices singing, “Deep in my 
heart I do believe we shall overcome 
someday.” It brought a warmth that 
met what Frisell is quoted to have 
said in the program: music is a unit-
ing force. 
On Sunday, Feb. 9, the Lawrence 
choirs gave a little life to the fifth week 
blues with their Winter Term con-
cert. All four choirs — Viking Chorale, 
Viking Bass Clef Ensemble, Concert 
Choir and Cantala — came together 
and prepared an entire performance 
in just five weeks. Conducted by 
Stephan M. Sieck and Phillip A. Swan, 
the choirs continued with the theme 
of love, a theme that will continue into 
the Spring Term as well. In light of the 
“It’s On Us” campaign on Lawrence 
this week, every member of the choirs 
wore a teal ribbon in support of stop-
ping sexual assault on college cam-
puses across the country.
Viking Chorale opened up the 
performance with “Lord Make Me 
Your Instrument” by Roger Holland 
II. Sieck accompanied on piano as the 
group’s full sound uplifted the whole 
space. While singing in unison, creat-
ing a wall of sound, one could feel the 
power that lay behind the prayer they 
were singing. In their next song, “I’d 
Give It All for You” by Jason Robert 
Brown, the choir got to work with 
complex meters as a group. On the 
theme of love, this song spoke about 
the senseless giving kind of love that 
can exist between two people. The 
choir divided into two groups and 
took turns singing verses to each other 
to emulate the devotion felt in the lyr-
ics. The song was well paired with the 
first, since both were bright versions 
of love, but this one felt like more of 
an outpouring of love to one single 
person.
The next group to come on stage 
was the Viking Bass Clef Ensemble. 
The first song they sang was by 
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, enti-
tled, “Sicut Cervus.” There were many 
complex voice parts happening all at 
once, but it was executed so well that 
everything melded together. Someone 
was always on a long open note, which 
helped it blend, as it lulled the audi-
ence in the best way possible. Though 
done in Latin, members explained 
that the song tells of how a soul longs 
for God, but they also wanted to sepa-
rate it from the religious standpoint 
and see how it also applies to other 
contexts. The second song, “Like a 
River In My Soul,” was an African 
American spiritual arranged by Tim 
Osiek. The ensemble explained that 
they wanted to decenter this one from 
religion as well, for a fresh take in a 
modern context. The emphasis was 
instead put on the actual story from 
the song: of a person seeking solace 
when lost and finding refuge in anoth-
er. With Daniel Boyd accompanying 
them on piano, the intricate melodies 
built upon one another which began 
to feel like something was opening 
up within the chapel; as if the voices 
were reaching something bigger than 
the song.
Then came the Concert Choir, 
starting with “Ego flos campi” by 
Raffaela Aleotta, which spoke of a love 
for the divine. For this performance, 
the choir split into one small group 
and one large group, each represent-
ing a man and a woman declaring love 
for one another, while a small string 
group and organ accompanied them. 
In the next song, Bach’s “Komm, Jesu, 
Komm,” BWV 229, the group invit-
ed the audience to reflect upon their 
own relationships with divine power, 
however it manifests itself in life. In 
the choir’s own reflections, they were 
given a lot of room for creativity in 
a traditional form with this “excit-
ingly weird” piece which dealt with 
the longing for death in hopes of being 
rejoined with the divine. The strings 
performing alongside the choir com-
plimented the singer’s voices wonder-
fully.
Finally, Cantala stepped on stage 
and gave their own empowering per-
formance. The first song, “Martes” 
by Joseph Gregorio, gave voice to the 
superstitions that lie in Tuesdays in 
Spanish culture and was echoed in 
the irregular sustained chords in the 
piece. After that, they sang “We are the 
Ones” by Marie-Claire Saindon, which 
they expressed was about the invita-
tion to trust the innate desires one has 
to connect with others through music. 
Then, a favorite of director Swan, 
Cantala sang “This is Me” from the 
hit movie “The Greatest Showman.” 
Many of the members were featured 
on solos and the piece especially hit 
the crowd with the empowering gusto 
given by the whole choir. And, to close 
off the concert, they sang the self-
declared Cantala theme song, “Ta Na 
Solbici,” and invited past members 
of the group to join them on stage. 
With all the clapping, stomping and 
rich voices, this last song ended the 
concert exactly the way that it should 
have ended.
COMING UP: 
World Music Series welcomes Okaidja Afroso in a beautiful performance of traditional Ghanaian folk music.
Photo by Sebastian Evans.
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The Oscars: Parasite sweeps 




Voice department gives recital
BONG HIVE STAND UUUUUP! 
The Oscars were this past Sunday 
night, and for the first time since 
“Moonlight” blindsided everyone, 
especially Warren Beatty, in 2016, I 
felt real justice from the Academy and 
its voters. “Parasite,” a film directed by 
acclaimed Korean director Bong Joon 
Ho, became the first movie not in the 
English language to win best picture. 
And if that was not enough of a prize, 
it also took home awards for Best 
International Feature, Best Director 
and Best Original Screenplay. I plan 
on reviewing it properly sometime 
later in the term when more people 
have seen it because I am not sure I 
will be able to review it without spoil-
ers. So go check it out now because 
it is available to stream as we speak!
Moving into this Oscars sea-
son, many fans were gunning for 
“Parasite” to win major awards but 
feared industry guild and academy 
members were not quite ready to rec-
ognize a non-English language film 
with some of their highest honors. 
Even though “Parasite” won the pres-
tigious Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film 
Festival, that was no guarantee of 
success in the U.S. awards circuit. 
However, that expectation started to 
change towards the end of this awards 
season when “Parasite” began to 
sweep major guild awards including 
the Screen Writers Guild Award for 
Best Original Screenplay and the SAG 
Award for Best Performance by a Cast 
in Motion Picture. Big wins at these 
guild awards tend to indicate higher 
chances of a film receiving top honors 
at the Oscars. Then, lo and behold, 
come the biggest night in Hollywood, 
it was four Oscar trophies for Director 
Bong and his collaborators.
There is a lot to be happy about 
with these wins. A “foreign language 
film” taking home awards in these 
important categories signifies that 
film is becoming a truly international 
industry. Bong Joon Ho has thrown 
a great deal of shade at American 
audiences and Hollywood in gener-
al this season, calling the Oscars a 
“local” awards show and encouraging 
audiences to get over the “one inch 
barrier” of subtitles. Hopefully these 
wins and an impressive and ever-
increasing domestic box office gross 
for “Parasite” signify that American 
film audiences are opening up to non-
English language films and interna-
tional film in general. I would also 
hope it encourages more U.S. pro-
duction companies to take a chance 
on American multilingual films like 
“The Farewell” (dir. Lulu Wang), the 
winner of Best Feature at this year’s 
Independent Spirit Awards.
Then, finally, it is just an abso-
lute delight to see Bong Joon Ho 
enjoy his success and be overwhelmed 
with the entire experience of win-
ning four Oscars in a night. His little 
giggle while staring at his first Oscar 
statue and the ever so quotable, “I will 
drink until next morning,” were just a 
couple highlights of Director Bong’s 
speeches. Also, he made two of his 
Oscars Statues kiss each other, which 
was adorable. Director Bong said gay 
rights! But all joking aside, “Parasite” 
taking Best Picture is going to be a 
win and a movie that we remember 
for years to come, and I only hope that 
it is the first sign of a shift towards 
international inclusivity in a very rigid 
industry. 
The rest of the night went mostly 
as planned: Roger Deakins rightfully 
received the Best Cinematography 
award for his impressive work on 
“1917.” A master of the craft, Deakins 
was instrumental in creating the illu-
sion of “1917’s” one continuous take. 
Hildur Guðnadóttir took home 
the award for Best Original Score. 
Readers of my column will recall that 
I singled her out as one of the only 
things I liked in the movie “Joker.” I 
especially appreciated her acceptance 
speech where she encouraged young 
women to hear the music in their 
hearts and speak up. Though she is 
not the first woman to receive that 
award, I look forward to women who 
win Best Original Score down the line 
citing her and her speech as a point of 
inspiration. 
 The four acting category winners 
were consistent with previous awards 
ceremonies this season. Laura Dern 
and Brad Pitt won Best Supporting 
Actress for “Marriage Story” and Best 
Supporting Actor for “Once Upon a 
Time in Hollywood,” respectively. 
Renee Zellweger won Best Actress 
for her portrayal of Judy Garland in 
“Judy,” and Joaquin Phoenix gave 
a truly bizarre speech about human 
rights and not artificially inseminat-
ing cows while accepting his Best 
Actor Award for “Joker.”
Though the actual ceremony was 
a bit rough and disjointed, the lack 
of a host allowed to show more foot-
age of performances, a full segment 
for a medley of Best Original Score 
nominees and long speech times for 
artists who deserve their recognition 
and a moment to acknowledge those 
who made their success possible. 
People introducing people who then 
introduced a clip which introduced 
Eminem aside, it was a fine ceremony 
with many earned wins and joyful 
moments. #BONGHIVE 
On the evening of Friday, Feb. 
7, at 6 p.m., Harper Hall was host 
to a semi-annual Area Recital by 
Lawrence’s own vocal performance 
majors. The recital gave many in the 
voice department the opportunity to 
showcase years of work.
The recital began with “Lonely 
House” from the opera “Street Scenes” 
performed by junior Jack Murphy. 
The performance gave the languid 
melody a kick that mitigated the 
insidious song’s soporific sonorities. 
Another highlight came three songs 
later, as senior Emily Richter, fresh off 
a National Opera Association confer-
ence win in opera scenes, gave a pow-
erful delivery of “Song To The Moon” 
from “Rusalka.” Junior Kyree Allen 
gave a hearty performance of “There’s 
A Boat That’s Leavin’ Soon For New 
York,” jettisoning all restraint to the 
wind in a complete performance of 
acting and vocal prowess. A piece by 
Jean Sibelius, “Swift the Springtime 
Passes,” was another surprising gem 
performed by senior Maggie Smith. 
Jesse Grace received loud applause 
both before and after his performance 
of “Tout Gai,” a charmingly peppy 
little piece by Maurice Ravel. Sergei 
Rachmaninoff’s “Vocalise” made a 
surprising appearance, to those who 
may have only heard this piece per-
formed by wind and string instru-
ments, the use of the vowel “ah” on 
every note cannot be said to have 
improved it much. Still, the perfor-
mance by senior Pari Singh managed 
to give this tune a measure of grace. 
The recital concluded with another 
selection from “Porgy and Bess,” 
as sophomore Zachary Adams took 
us home singing “I Got Plenty O’ 
Nuttin’.”
This recital was eye-opening 
to those who have been through the 
music theory sequence three years 
ago and may have imagined vocal 
recitals to be mostly German Lieder. 
But while there were a few of 18th 
century Germany’s greatest hits 
sprinkled in, the program showed a 
pleasing variety in style. There were 
pieces by George Gershwin, pentaton-
ic-based folk songs, lieder and arias 
galore. The performances ranged 
from delicately cherished to Itzhak 
Perlman-like gusto, and the breadth 
of this concert overall was dauntingly 
impressive. The recital was stuffed to 
the brim, as a panoply of perform-
ers took their turn on the big stage, 
showcasing all they have been work-
ing on in the practice room. Yet the 
90-minute long recital never felt as if 
it were dragging. Each selection was 
deliciously short, and the proceedings 
flowed uninterrupted as every per-
former added their own three-minute 
contribution to the wealth of melodies 
pouring forth like the mighty Ohio 
river. Indeed, the night was downright 
breezy, finishing a whole 10 minutes 
ahead of schedule. All the performers 
deserve great praise, but we should 
also laud those who coordinated the 
recital; it has recently become haute 
couture within the Con to be free 
and easy with encores, going past 
the appropriate single brief encore 
to sport two encores of ponderous 
length, sometimes adding 20 min-
utes to one’s recital. Thankfully, the 
vocalists heeded that age-old advice 
to leave the audience wanting more, 
and a glorious evening of vocal per-
formance concluded with satisfying 
brevity.
Photo Feature: Open Music and Movement Jam
The monthly Open Movement and Music Jam invites the Lawrence 
community to try their hand at contact improvization techniques as well 
as contribute their musical talents. Facilitated by Instructor of Dance 
Margaret Paek.
Photos by Georgia Greenberg
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Staff Editorial:
Reading Period is awesome!
Masculism
What is this article? It is cer-
tainly not an attack on modern 
feminism, nor is it a denial of 
women’s rights to an equitable 
society. Instead, I aim to address 
a glaring hole in our quest for 
gender equality: masculinity. 
Most people are already familiar 
with the idea of toxic masculin-
ity, but we rarely address the idea 
of forming a healthy masculinity. 
Sometimes when I hang out with 
people, I feel pressure to embrace 
femininity as some sort of ideal 
alternative — i.e. “embrace your 
feminine side” — but that is not 
me. What does someone with 
masculine gender presentation do 
in an increasingly feminist world? 
It is often framed as an either/
or between toxic masculinity and 
femininity, but what if we write in 
a third option?
Of course, gender presenta-
tion is a spectrum, and for those 
of us leaning more towards mas-
culinity, it is vital to acknowledge 
other people’s valid identities. 
Many of the issues men face result 
from patriarchy, a system that 
cannot be dismantled without 
an intersectional coalition effort. 
Such an effort includes women, 
people of color, the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, the vari-abled, the work-
ing class and, yes, men. The expe-
riences unique to these diverse 
groups help inform the praxis of 
advancing past our white suprem-
acist capitalist patriarchal society. 
As such, it is important for mas-
culists to read up and engage in 
some meaningful coconspirator 
work.
That being said, where does 
that leave us masculists? More 
specifically, what do us cishet 
men do when we have not a clue? 
I mentioned earlier that we need 
to form a healthy masculinity, but 
what does that mean? Obviously, 
it involves moving away from the 
misogyny that plagues our patri-
archal society. Perhaps what is 
most important is having healthy 
relationships with people of all 
genders, especially in dialogue 
about these issues. I do not think 
the burden of this work should be 
on the shoulders of women and 
feminists, though they should cer-
tainly support such efforts. Men 
need to figure this out together. 
I alone hardly even know what a 
healthy masculinity looks like, so 
a cooperative push for change will 
ultimately be more effective.
I feel like I need to reiter-
ate why this is important. The 
fact that suicide rates are sig-
nificantly higher amongst men is 
an issue. Men are less likely to 
confide in others about their feel-
ings and maintain social ties in 
times of need, which are impor-
tant mitigating behaviors. There 
is a certain anguish to knowing, 
intellectually, that you need the 
comfort of a friend, but not hav-
ing the strength to be so vulner-
able and ask for help. This is 
why it is important to have other 
men for support — this issue is 
specific to men. Learning from 
women’s social groups is a good 
first step until eventually men and 
women can interdependently help 
each other move past the wounds 
inflicted by our white suprema-
cist capitalist patriarchy. Looking 
into the future, men not only 
need to find a healthy masculin-
ity, but need to become healthy 
role models as well. This is par-
ticularly pressing when we realize 
that many of us will someday be 
fathers caring for children of our 
own. Growing up without strong 
role models myself, I struggle to 
even make sense of my masculin-
ity. For future boys and future 
generations, we need to help one 
another step up.
Granting grief 
Last week, I found out one of 
my professors had passed away. 
When I say that I acknowledged 
this gradually, I mean it — even 
now I am still coming to terms 
with fully accepting what has hap-
pened. We all are. And that is 
okay.
I went to class one day and 
Professor Lifongo was there with 
us, smiling and laughing about 
how tired we all looked for a 
Monday morning class. He filled 
the classroom with his passion for 
the ideas within the literature we 
analyzed together. He asked us all 
very insightful and at times even 
mildly uncomfortable questions 
as he pushed us to think out-
side the box regarding the impact 
colonialism has had upon our 
modern world. He always asked 
us how we were doing. He would 
say good morning at the start of 
every class, and then wish us a 
good day as we packed up at the 
end. 
One day, Professor Lifongo 
wished us a good rest of the day 
for the last time. Finding out 
about his passing was a shocking 
and very new experience for me. I 
have never before had the experi-
ence of losing a professor. The 
grief hit me in waves.
I want to share with you all 
my process of grieving because I 
want you all to know grief is okay, 
and grief is something you should 
allow yourself without judgement. 
After Professor Lifongo’s passing, 
I was made aware of how people 
within our society have a ten-
dency to carry very strong expec-
tations regarding the grief people 
express around a death. In our 
culture, the only people that are 
allowed to feel grief are those who 
knew the person who passed well. 
I find this notion unrealistic and 
problematic. There is no right or 
wrong way to grieve. 
Everyone shows grief in their 
own private and unique ways, 
and no one should be judged or 
compared to in their displays of 
grief. I say all of this because 
my classroom is now a space no 
longer filled with the laughter of 
Professor Lifongo. The space is 
filled with an awkward grief, an 
acute awareness of the loss, of the 
empty chair. 
When Professor Smith came 
in and told us the news, there was 
a definite tension in the room. He 
asked us all if anyone had taken 
classes with Professor Lifongo 
before and very few students 
raised their hands. Everyone 
handled the news differently — I 
personally ended up crying by the 
end of the class. Later on, I talked 
with my roommates about it all 
and I felt almost guilty for cry-
ing as much as I had. I had only 
known Professor Lifongo starting 
this term, and I felt like my small 
amount of time knowing him did 
not allow me to grieve the amount 
I was.
I had this strange notion 
inside my head that grief almost 
worked like a graph, with grief on 
the y-axis and time spent knowing 
the person on the x-axis, and grief 
could only increase along with the 
amount of time spent together. 
But guess what? Grief does not 
work like that. Our society has 
given us formulated expectations 
of how we should perform sad-
ness over the loss of a person, and 
it is highly tied into our relation-
ship with that person. But expec-
tations are not accurate descrip-
tions of reality. 
Dr. Morgan-Clement came 
into our class and told us that 
new grief often ties you back into 
an old loss. As I processed this 
loss, I ended up talking with my 
roommates about how it had 
impacted me, and about loss and 
grief in general. Eventually we 
got to the topic of our grand-
mothers’ deaths and that familial 
loss that we mourned. Neither of 
my roommates knew Professor 
Lifongo, but all three of us were 
able to share in a kind of cathartic 
expression and awareness of loss. 
Just like Dr. Morgan-Clement 
said, this loss tied all of us back to 
old grief we did not even realize 
we were still carrying. 
In summary, no one should 
feel pressured to “perform” a cer-
tain amount of grief — I find 
grieving to be a very intimate 
and private process that is high-
ly unique to every person. But 
no matter how you try to avoid 
it, it does impact you in ways 
stronger than you think. Not all 
of you readers may have known 
Professor Lifongo. I only had the 
brief pleasure of knowing him for 
a few weeks. But I feel justified 
in my tears for the loss of such 
a bright and positive force on 
our campus. Please know grief 
is unexpected and may come in 
unexpected ways, like it did for 
me and my roommates as we 
reminisced over familial loss. 
But grief is a part of life, and 
it is a beautiful process because 
it brings people together. To the 
family and friends of Professor 
Lifongo, I offer my sincerest con-
dolences. Even though I did not 
know him very long, he left a last-
ing impression on me, as well as 
on our entire campus. He will be 







With Reading Period underway, now is a good time to reflect on how we can make 
the most of it. First of all, Lawrentians are very lucky to have a midterm break at all. Most 
schools have a reading period before finals, but very few have one around midterms. 
Lawrence is, fortunately, a rarity in this case. Reading Period is a rare counterpoint to 
Lawrence’s culture of toxic productivity. During Reading Period, students can catch up on 
work, explore career opportunities, get off campus or simply relax. Regardless of how it is 
spent, it is wonderful that Reading Period exists.
While most Lawrentians cannot wait for Reading Period, this was not always the case. 
Staff Editorials from around 2000 reveal that the prevailing campus opinion was that it 
lacked educational value and constricted the already short terms. This might have been 
because Lawrentians idealized the grind, or because they had not yet experienced the com-
forts of Reading Period. Most would now agree, however, that there are numerous ways 
Reading Period can benefit your term.
Most intuitively, Reading Period helps those who need extra time for schoolwork. One 
of the most common criticisms on the trimester system is that if you fall behind on your 
coursework, it can be extremely difficult to recover in time for finals. Reading Period gives 
students an edge on these high stakes as an indispensable opportunity to review course 
materials or get a head start on major projects.
  If your early term wanderlust was thwarted by a lack of free time, the long weekend 
is the perfect time to get off campus. There are multiple resources on campus to help stu-
dents pursue this. The Center for Career, Life and Community Engagement, for example, 
frequently organizes trips for students to scout out job and internship opportunities. Just 
this Fall Term, it hosted “Business Trek to Chicago,” as well as a job and graduate school fair 
in Milwaukee. Even without the CCLC, students can develop their careers plans with their 
extra free time. Some schedule interviews, and others visit prospective graduate schools. 
On the more leisurely side of things, Outdoor Recreation Club (ORC) trips are another 
campus resource for bursting your Lawrence Bubble. Often overlooked, these trips allow 
students to embark on scenic hikes at a bargain. Most cost around 50 dollars, whereas oth-
ers are free. If constant studying has given you cabin fever, getting away from civilization 
could be the ideal way to decompress and bond with others over your love for the outdoors.
If none of the above suggestions appeal to you, remember that doing nothing is also a 
perfectly valid way to spend your Reading Period. Allowing it to be open lets students go 
home to see their families or catch up with friends they otherwise could not fit into their 
packed schedules. Lawrence can be overwhelming, and taking time to recharge is an admi-
rable way to defy the often toxic emphasis on productivity that is ingrained in our campus 
culture. Often, the best way to ensure you are able to tackle your responsibilities is to 
approach them well-rested and in good spirits. For this reason, Reading Period is awesome.
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Caucuses are 
undemocratic
My body is a fire 
no one can put out
What in the World: The joy of driving a beater
The Iowa caucus happened 
last week and for all intents and 
purposes, it was a disaster. In 
past elections, results have been 
calculated and released by about 
9 p.m. CST. This year, it took 
days for the official caucus results 
to be announced by the Iowa 
Democratic Party. This delay was 
caused partially by new infra-
structure being used to relay 
results from precinct captains to 
party higher-ups, and partially by 
the fact that, for the first time, the 
party was releasing not only the 
delegate numbers, but an official 
popular vote as well. The situation 
was very messy and, as Luther 
Abel pointed out in last week’s 
The Lawrentian, a very bad look 
for the Democratic Party. The 
specific problems this year were 
not in the caucus itself: they were 
in every unfortunate mishap sur-
rounding the caucus. However, 
this does not mean that there are 
not major problems with the pro-
cess of caucusing itself. Caucuses 
are complicated, ableist, classist 
and generally dumb. While the 
problems in Iowa last week sig-
nify the death of the caucus for 
many reasons, we cannot ignore 
the systemic issues that lie in the 
very structure of a caucus itself.
So how does a caucus work? 
In order to nominate a presiden-
tial candidate, a party must assign 
delegates to vote for a given can-
didate at their party’s conven-
tion. These delegates are assigned 
based loosely on the proportional 
support each candidate receives 
in a given state. The process is 
much more complicated than 
that, but that is the gist. Most 
states hold primaries where, like 
in any other election, citizens vote 
for the candidate they like best, 
and delegates are assigned based 
on the results of that election. 
Caucuses are different. 
Instead of relying on an anony-
mous paper ballot, they involve 
the physical assembly of people 
in support of their preferred can-
didate. Various rounds of vot-
ing take place wherein candidates 
with less support are declared 
“not viable,” are booted out, and 
their supporters are forced to find 
a new candidate to support. These 
subsequent rounds involve sup-
porters of viable candidates lob-
bying the newly candidate-less to 
join their squad. In the end, the 
number of people still standing 
for each viable candidate are tal-
lied and sent to the state party to 
be translated into “state delegate 
equivalents,” which then decide 
which party delegates will be rep-
resenting which candidates at the 
Democratic National Convention. 
To put it very crudely, a caucus is 
a glorified game of Red Rover.
This heavily involved pro-
cess has many barriers to entry 
and prevents a great number of 
citizens from being able to par-
ticipate in the democratic pro-
cess. Caucusing takes about three 
hours from start to finish and is 
held in the evening, when many 
people are still working, taking 
care of children or busy with 
other obligations. Those who are 
It is the point in the term 
where I can no longer delude 
myself into thinking I can keep 
up. Attendance and deadlines 
keep slipping out of my reach. I 
am not 20 anymore. I cannot pull 
all-nighters like I used to. There 
is only so much reading, writing, 
thinking, composing and practic-
ing I can do in one day before my 
body gives out, without account-
ing for mental illness and intense 
grieving. 
So why do I not take a term 
off? Go get better?
Honey, this is my better. This 
is my best. 
I was diagnosed with Bipolar 
II towards the latter half of my 
senior year of high school. At the 
time, I was pretty freaked out 
by it. Two of my cousins were 
also diagnosed, but the stories 
my parents relayed to me about 
their adolescence seemed horrific 
compared to mine — how could 
I fall within the same prognosis? 
I told myself that “cousins” was 
not a direct enough relation to 
be relevant to my family medical 
history. 
I started feeling pain in my 
arms, wrists and hands in the lat-
ter part of my freshman year of 
college. At first, we thought it was 
an overuse injury from violin. I 
had to stop playing entirely Spring 
Term and did physical therapy all 
summer. But the pain came back 
sophomore year. By that time, I 
had learned how to play with little 
to no tension. I could be playing a 
Paganini caprice with the loosest 
bow hold,and my right arm would 
still be on fire. I stopped playing 
entirely again.  There are no doc-
tors who specialize in musician’s 
injuries anywhere in Wisconsin. 
So, after the conclusion of my 
sophomore year, I went down to 
Chicago to see a doctor that could 
figure out what was wrong with 
me.
I was diagnosed with fibro-
myalgia in five minutes. After two 
years of being lost in a fog of pain, 
I scarcely believed someone could 
find an answer so quickly. It was 
not until I really started digging 
online that I realized that this 
diagnosis accounted for so many 
things that had started happen-
ing since starting undergrad at 
Lawrence.
Fibromyalgia was first 
defined in 1990, so all research 
and findings are recent and grow-
ing. The disorder lies in my pain 
receptors, which start firing ran-
domly or with little provocation. 
As I am typing this, my fingertips 
and knuckles are tingling. My left 
arm is sore from practicing a few 
hours ago. There is more tingling 
in some of my toes. My jaw is 
sore. There is more tingling at the 
top of my head. My neck and back 
were cramping pretty terribly 
when I first sat down to hash this 
out, but the pillows are starting to 
help. The pain is usually, because 
of violin, in my arms, neck, shoul-
ders, hands and back, but it also 
ravages through the rest of my 
body at will. Sometimes it will be 
so intense in my legs that I cannot 
walk. I take the stairs as little as 
possible because of my knees. 
There are so many symp-
toms. I easily get fatigued because 
most of my energy is spent fight-
ing the pain. What I have left 
is put to school, which eats up 
the remainder quite quickly. Just 
some of the symptoms that weigh 
me down include chronic head-
aches, brain fog, memory loss, 
intense chest pains, weight gain, 
cold symptoms, extreme sensitiv-
ity to temperature and, of course, 
anxiety and depression. 
Fibromyalgia is linked to 
mood disorders and trauma. The 
former worsened and I acquired 
much more of the latter when 
I came to Lawrence. The only 
forgiveness in this mess is that 
mood stabilizers and antidepres-
sants help lessen the symptoms of 
fibromyalgia, so a combination of 
a few pills have greatly improved 
my quality of life. I am on the 
highest dosages of all my medica-
tions.
But I am still in excruciating 
pain. If I do not get my medica-
tion every night, I am bedridden. 
Some days, the pain is so bad 
that I am still bedridden even 
with medication. I have a memory 
foam mattress pad, memory foam 
pillows, an emotional support 
cat, an electric blanket, an insane 
amount of sweaters and a huge 
stockpile of coffee — and it is still 
not enough. 
I knew I was going to write 
about this eventually, but I did 
not think it would be this week. 
But when the flare-ups are so bad 
I adore beat-up, used-up 
cars. Ask anyone who knows me 
and they will likely be able to 
muster a memory of a time where 
they found me on my phone lust-
ing after the image of a dented 
Volvo 850 or rusty Toyota Camry. 
I cannot help myself: there is 
something about these mangled 
machines to be admired. In fact, I 
think everyone who is able should 
own and operate a beater car. The 
benefits are near limitless. They 
are humbling, have merit whether 
you are politically left or right-
leaning, are eco-friendly and will 
make you a responsible person. 
Definitions first: what do I 
mean by a beater car? A beater 
car is a vehicle of yours I can 
hit with a shopping cart and you 
would not be very upset. Beaters 
can differ from person to person. 
For instance, I own a 1999 Toyota 
Camry I bought for $1,000. The 
car has gone 254,000 miles and 
I hope to take it to 300,000. It 
creaks at odd times, starts more 
often than not and three of the 
four door handles work. You 
could take a hammer to my trunk 
lid and I really would not care. 
However, if you had done the 
same to my 1995 Lexus LS400 
worth maybe $2,000 I would 
have been apoplectic with rage. It 
is not the cash value of a vehicle 
that makes it a beater as much as 
the owner’s viewpoint; a beater 
is a car where the owner sees 
the vehicle in question not as an 
extension of their ego, but as a 
tool to get themselves from point 
A to point B. 
It is difficult to put on airs 
when one steps out of a 1999 
Camry with a zip strip for a door 
handle. In an age of Instagram 
perfection, Facebook family 
moments and the elusive chase to 
have the grandest of all “flexes,” 
we could all stand to acknowl-
edge our flaws. I have enough 
ducats tucked away that, if I were 
so inclined, I could go and lease 
myself a flashy Mercedes C-Class 
with options — the kind of vehicle 
that says, “I’m at least middle 
management at a fairly profitable 
company.” However, owning such 
a car would be a lie and a horrible 
financial decision, throwing away 
thousands of dollars to appear 
like I have a modicum of wealth. 
As a kid, I expressed to my 
mom amazement at the money 
this fellow must have as he drove 
past us in a Ferrari. She chuck-
led at me and said, “What you 
saw was a poor man trying to 
look rich.” Confidence cannot 
be gained by acquiring goods. 
Instead, practice humility and get 
yourself a beater. Beaters keep 
one grounded and away from 
financial hardships that new or 
high-end vehicles come with.
So you think Bernie is a cool 
sort of dude and you think he will 
usher in the age of equity and 
prosperity for the proletariat? Get 
you a beater. Why? Because you 
will be sticking it to “the man” 10 
ways from Sunday, that is why. 
Corporations make jack squat 
from your purchasing a 1997 Geo 
Metro on Craigslist. 
Then, because your Geo is 
long past its warranty, you need 
not have it serviced at anoth-
er large corporate entity like 
Bergstrom. Instead, you can go 
down to Pat the Proletariat’s 
Collectivized Auto Shop and have 
them fix it up, supporting your 
fellow worker. What is more, the 
vehicle is so long past being beau-
tiful that you are at liberty to slap 
as many “Bernie Bro” or “Feel the 
Bern” stickers on there as you 
wish without harming the value 
of the vehicle — an admittedly 
strange concept for Marxists.
Conversely, if you think Ted 
Cruz should have been named the 
Sexiest Man Alive in 2015 and you 
land squarely on the right, boy do 
I have the car for you! What do 
conservatives like? Limited taxes, 
small government and tradition. 
What if I told you that all three 
of those things can be had by 
owning a beater? Get you a hot 
and ready 1996 Honda Civic and 
you can slap a collector plate on 
that bad boy, ensuring that after a 
one-time fee the government can-
not take any more of your hard-
earned dough on per annum basis 
for ridiculous “Title-ing Fees.” 
All good libertarian conser-
vatives know General Motors 
should have never been bailed 
out, that they made and make 
a poor quality product and sur-
vived as a company only by the 
benevolence — or malevolence — 
of big government intervention. 
Why support such a company by 
purchasing a brand new vehicle 
from them? Get you a square-
body Chev from the ‘80s from 
Dan in Illinois. You get your truck 
and those shmucks at GM get 
the nothing which they so richly 
deserve.
In the words of the greatest 
musical of all time, “Tradition!” 
Nothing says tradition like a car 
that refuses to quit being passed 
from generation to generation. Do 
you know who quits? Commies, 
and you ain’t no commie, by 
gum. Before computers and other 
baubles and doodads were intro-
duced to vehicles, all you needed 
were a working transmission and 
an engine and that thing could 
run forever. Imagine your kids 
and grandkids driving the same 
2000 Lincoln Towncar you did, 
putting the odometer up near 
500,000 miles. What an incred-
ible gift to your family — a true 
group accomplishment. Preserve 
the past and get you a beater, oh 
young conservative.
For the eco-mentalists in my 
readership, you should get a beat-
er as well. But why not a brand 
new Prius or Tesla with their 
planet-friendly marketing and 
great mpg/range? Because the 
production of either of these vehi-
cles is an environmental disas-
ter on the scale not seen since 
the widespread 1980s Aquanet 
abuse. Each new vehicle you pur-
chase increases the demand for 
nickel and lithium mining due to 
the battery-dependent nature of 
these vehicles. My 1999 Camry 
has already been manufactured, 
making my acquisition a net-
zero impact on the environment. 
Compare that to the devastation 
that occurs to make your new 
“eco-car” and even after 200,000 
miles I am far and beyond supe-
rior in limiting my environmental 
impact. Want to get great mpg 
and buy a beater? Buy a 2009-
2012 Prius, as their battery packs 
should still be relatively healthy 
compared to the older models.
To conclude, owning a beat-
er makes you a better person. 
Due to their vintage, most beat-
ers are mechanically simple to 
understand and much of the work 
can be done yourself, aided by a 
bevy of make and model-specific 
resources on YouTube. This keeps 
down costs and fosters your DIY 
capabilities. You will save oodles 
of money compared to your class-
mates who purchase new vehicles 
post-graduation, and you can use 
that money to travel, pay back 
student loans and enjoy life. Do 
yourself and the world a favor, get 
you a beater.
If I have convinced the read-
er of the virtues of the beater, I 
would like to make specific rec-
ommendations. I suggest auto-
matic Toyotas between 1996 
and 2006, manual transmission 
Hondas between 1997 and 2005, 
auto or manual Volvos between 
1996 and 2004 and the Pontiac 
Vibe from any year because it is 
actually a Toyota Matrix with a 
Pontiac badge. 
For car-buying advice, or to 
tell me you think I am a plum 
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not be published.
—The Lawrentian reserves 
the right to print any submis-
sions received after the above 
deadline 
—Letters to the editor will be 
edited for clarity, decency and 
grammar.
—Letters to the editor should 
not be more than 350 words.
 
Members of  



















Arts & Entertainment Editor:
Georgia Greenberg
















Make your message 
stand out and be heard.
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My Body is a Fire...
continued from page 11
Caucuses are...
continued from page 11
NOW HIRING ALL 
POSITIONS FOR THE 2020-21 
EDITORIAL BOARD!
For more inFormation, email:
LAWRENTIAN@LAWRENCE.EDU
What would your ideal Midterm Reading Period look like?
Photo Poll Dani MasseyStaff Photographer
“Ideally, I’d be caught up with 
everything.”
— Matt Daley
““An actual break. Somehow Reading 
Period seems to be the most busy 
time.”
— Justin Williamson
“I would like to catch up on sleep and 
work, and think about my future. Oh, 
and friends!”
— Maisie Conrad-Poor
“Friends, birthday, ice skating!”
— Taeen Jidaan
 “I would like to sit back, relax, have a 





“Cuddling with my cats, napping, and 
eating lots of chocolate.”
— Maeve Shaffer
““Being done with all my work and 
having hot cocoa while it’s gently 
snowing outside.”
— Wynne Brodsky
“Friends! Friend time, huzzah!”
— Elliot Odette
sick, elderly or disabled cannot 
attend a caucus for many reasons. 
The three-hour commitment may 
be too much of a strain on their 
body, they may be home or hos-
pital-bound or the venue for their 
caucus may just not be accessible. 
Working people, disabled people, 
caretakers and others with barri-
ers to entry are basically unable 
to vote due to the location, timing 
and nature of a caucus. 
Open primaries, meanwhile, 
allow an entire day to get to the 
polls, citizens can be given physi-
cal or mental assistance while vot-
ing and anyone is allowed to mail 
in an absentee ballot or vote early 
in the weeks leading up to an elec-
tion. States with open primaries, 
like Minnesota, see a consistent 
50 to 75% voter turnout, while 
caucuses see approximately 15% 
voter turnout. That difference is 
staggering. More people should 
be concerned that this sliver of the 
populace is deciding not only the 
delegate support for their state 
going into a party convention, but 
also that, in the case of Iowa, such 
a small number of people influ-
ence how the entire nation thinks 
about a race that still has 49 states 
left to hold elections. Why are we 
letting a bunch of middle class 
Iowans with access to babysit-
ters, stable health and free time 
be the only ones to decide who 
their entire state endorses and 
supports going into 2020? When 
you think about it like that, it is 
ridiculous!
Caucuses are a cute tradi-
tion, a nice way to get involved in 
civil discussions with your fellow 
citizens and see the democratic 
process in action. They are also 
extremely exclusionary, overly 
complicated and a way for very 
few people to make a very big 
decision. I hope that the fiasco 
in Iowa makes state parties think 
twice about holding caucuses, but 
I would also encourage them to 
consider how caucuses disenfran-
chise Americans whose right it is 
to have their vote counted. 
that they start to rip my life away 
from me again, I cannot think 
about much else. 
Editor’s Note: If you strug-
gle with a chronic health condi-
tion and are looking for support, 
check out the Chronic Illness 
Support Group which meets 
weekly on Wednesdays from 3-4 
p.m. in Sabin House 113.
